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The palm forest at Vai

Sitia's
hot and dry climate, with 300
days of sunshine annually, mild
winters, cool summers and an average
annual temperature of 20.76 oC, is the
ideal year-round vacation
destination.




Sitia and Hospitality

The visitor who seeks to know and understand real Crete,
can trace here the eternal roots of this particular behavior
and presence that survived in Sitia because of the
generous nature, the creative blending of some great
civilizations and its geographical self-existence.

Crete is said to be the daughter of the Mediterranean Sea,
Europe's warm embrace, an open door to the West and the
East. Sitia has taken these characteristics to a higher level.
Located at the easternmost edge of Crete, its natural
distinctive features and its historical course have made it a
place where differences blend together in a superb way.
Being a crossroads of sea routes, it became also a merging
point of different ancient cultures.

Some scholars have pointed out that “it features a natural
environment which is unique in Greece as well as Europe”,
and, indeed, its natural beauties are extremely rare.

The people of Sitia have been offering their hospitality for
centuries through a warm and mutual relationship with
guests and visitors; in this almost religious relationship, the
visitors can find the profound truths of a 4000 year old
history, the eternal nature, and its charming legends. And
hospitality gains a deeper meaning when generously
combined with the local products.

In this religious-like relationship the local products play an
important role: the wonder-making, award-winning olive
oil, the wines that were already famous in the ancient
times, the divine tsikoudia, and tasty raisins.

Sitia is also home to some fine vegetables, delicious
traditional desserts and cakes, several kinds of cheese,
and honey —and all these products have won several
international awards.

In the Sitia area, visitors will find high quality taverns and
restaurants specialized in the genuine Cretan cuisine. Its
rich folk culture is strong and alive, and most villages host
every summer a series of traditional fairs, parties and vivid
cultural festivals.

Our visitors can also enjoy the beauties of nature and the
thrills of cultural heritage through organized treks.

They can also enjoy swimming and sea sports, or relax at
secluded sandy beaches, and small uninhabited islands,
the latter being a paradise for nature-lovers and amateur
sea-world explorers. And of course, there is no shortage of
regular entertainment!

The Sitia M\mic/iPaliﬁI

The Municipality of Sitia has a population of 21,000 and it is
the easternmost province of Crete. It includes, besides Sitia
itself, the Municipal Units (administrative areas) of Itanos
eastwards, Lefki (southeast), and Analipsi-Makrys Gialos
(southwest).

Sitia, home to 12,000 people, is a picturesque town
amphitheatrically built on the side of a hill, nestling a
beautiful harbor and a spacious sandy beach.

The town of Sitia will satisfy your simple everyday needs for
enjoyment. At the beach, at the squares, at the shops, the
taverns, the night clubs, practically everywhere you will see
that Sitia is a lively town with so much to offer. Nightlife here
also includes many high quality musical, theatrical and
dancing events.

Don't miss the archeological and the folklore museum, the
archeological site of Petras, and the Venetian fortress of
Kazarma. Do your shopping, and feel the sea breeze while
enjoying your drink or meal at one of the taverns on the
waterfront. Do taste the locally grown fruits. Indulge in a
variety of local desserts and pastries, like kalitsounia and
xerotigana.

Sitia is a town that has embraced its past, yet it seeks and
welcomes anything new and modern. It's a town that can
offer hidden magic, peace, and also vividness.

The municipal unit (area) of Sitia includes 17 smaller
communities. From Sitia to Mochlos, at the north, you will
find Skopi, Chamezi which features a significant folklore
museum, Exo Mouliana and Mesa Mouliana, Myrsini,
Tourloti, Sfaka and Lastros; a series of traditional villages on
the hillside, with many olive trees and the sea in the
background. Visitors can enjoy Cretan delicacies at the
kafenio and the local taverns. Mochlos, 35 km away from
Sitia is a picturesque seaside village with small sandy
beaches and moderate tourist development. You can find a
place to stay, coffee shops, bars and fish-taverns on the
waterfront.

On the south route, which leads to Makrys Gialos and
lerapetra, you will also find several villages, like
Piskokefalo, Maronia, Pano Episkopi, Agios Georgios, the
nearby Praesos, and also Agios Spyridonas. These are very
colorful villages built on the hills and the valleys of the area,
with springs. On your inland journey southwards, you will
find Roussa Ekklisia, Stavromenos, Katsidoni, Sitanos; to
the southwest you can visit Achladia, Paraspori, Skordillo,
Krya and Dafne: small traditional mountainous villages with
a stunning view.




